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Australia as you kick back with a cold beer after dinner.  It's all 

good, it's everywhere, and it's reliable... 

 

Until it isn't!  Even then we tend to think that the guy up the road 

in the next village still has internet, cellular, fax, the whole range 

of tools available.  I can reach him from the VHF rig in my car, 
or maybe even from my chair with the handheld transceiver, 

because, after all, that repeater in the next county's on quite a sky 

hook, and it has a big coverage footprint.  It's battery backed up! 

 

If the tower is still standing, and the antenna system intact, you're 

in great shape!  Lose that repeater with the big mouth and big 

ears due to no antenna, though, and it doesn't matter how big its 

battery bank is, or how much generator fuel is available.  Not just 

does the guy down the road in the next village have all those 

tools you thought he had, but you don't even have reliable 

communications with him unless you've still got a vhf station 

with a good antenna system still intact.  OR, you could easily 
string a wire between some surviving trees, fence posts and the 

like, and you've got communications with all sorts of places 

thanks to HF radio.   

 

If we as amateur radio operators and those who maintain and 

provide the emergency services communication infrastructure 

ignore this little fact of life, then it's doubly true for the average 

person.  If the cell phone was on the charger at the desk, then in 

the car they're good.  The laptop batteries are charged, and the 

network server in the den at home is on a UPS (Uninterupted 

Power Supply.  At least for about twenty minutes! - Editor).  It's 
everywhere, and it just works.  How or why it works doesn't 

enter Joe or Jane Six pack's mind.  Push a button, talk to sissy at 

college, push another button and microwave your frozen dinner. 

 

Then disaster strikes.  The all electric kitchen just sits there, that 

broadband connection is gone and magic Jack isn't so magic.  If 

the cell sites in the surrounding 

counties are down then Mr. Six-pack can't even dial 911.   

 

With a century of learning and development behind us, we as 

amateur radio operators must be prepared to step in and fill this 

big gap when it opens.  I would like to remind every radio 
amateur everywhere of that most important first couple 

paragraphs of FCC part 97.  Right up front it tells us that the 

basis and purpose of the amateur radio service is to "provide a 

trained pool ... " 

 

You get the idea.  Notice it didn't say hobby, and that 97.1 says a 

"trained" pool of radio operators.   Have  another look at Part 97 

of the FCC rules if you doubt me.   

 

From here it looks like we've got a lot of work to do.  I hope 

we're up to the challenge.  If we're not, we lose, amateur radio 
loses, and our neighbors lose even more.  They believe that 

amateur radio is a resource to step in when just this situation 

occurs, because that's what we tell them over and over again.  

This, colleagues, is a promise we make to them.  We owe it to 

them, our neighbors and loved ones, to keep that promise. - 

Richard Webb, NF5B, Eads, Tennessee 

 

(Editor comment:  Richard is one who "walks the walk" and not 

just "talks the talk."  Over the past few years Richard's name and 

stories have appeared in EM and EQ.   During Katrina, Richard 

and his wife Kathleen, KCØHZU maintained an amateur 

emcomm station (the only link to the outside world) from LSU 

Medical Center in New Orleans for six days until they were 
evacuated from the flooded and darkened hospital.  (Ref. QST 

Nov. 2005 page 46).  Kathleen is wheelchair bound.  Richard is 

blind.) 

 

 

DUES DUE 
 LAST CALL! If you have not done so already, please 
get your dues in soon. Drop them off at True Value in Alpine 

attention to Bob Ward, bring them with you to the next meeting 

or mail them to BBARC, 1402 N. 5th St., Alpine, TX. 79830. 

Checks may be made payable to BBARC. 

 Lifetime members and courtesy copies of the newsletter 

will continue uninterrupted. Otherwise, if you are not paid up by 

the next mailing, you won’t be getting one.  

 Check the expiration year on the mailing label. If it says 

2010, we need your dues or you need to contact us if you have 

paid them.  

 If you only get the newsletter by e-mail, we will send 
you an e-mail notice if we haven’t seen your payment. 
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BIG BEND AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
http://www.bigbendarc.com 

Meetings on the second Tuesday of each month at the West 
Texas National Bank Building in Alpine, 7:30 P.M. CST/CDT. 

 
MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 

 Annual membership is Jan. 1 to Dec. 31 each year. 
Dues are $36.00 per year for individual or individual & spouse. 
Membership allows you to vote at the monthly meetings and 
includes a subscription to the club newsletter. 
 Newsletter subscription only, without membership, is 
available for $7.00 per calendar year. 
 Newsletters are available by e-mail in .PDF format for 
members, subscribers, and courtesy recipients only. Send your e-
mail address to w5ato@arrl.net to be put on the list. 
 

ABOUT THE BBARC 
Founded December 17, 1974 
ARRL affiliate since 1986 

Big Bend Emergency Net, 3.922 MHz 
Founded September 18, 1977 


